
Fellowship Baptist— March 26, 2017--PM 
“The Baptism of Believers”—Acts 8:35-38 (Matt. 28:19, 20) 
 
INTRODUCTION: In acts 8 we have what I believe is the greatest and most detailed 
example of baptism anywhere in scripture. Since we don’t have specific instruction in 
how it is to be done, we must follow the examples set for us. 
 
I. The prerequisites of Baptism are given in v. 35-37. 
 A. The teaching about Jesus—v.34-35. 

(“Phillip began at the same scriptures and preached unto him Jesus!”) 
  1.  The passage of scripture is Isa. 53. 
  2. It teaches that man is a sinner. 
  3. It teaches that Jesus died for our sins. 
  4. It teaches salvation through Jesus. 
 B. The man believed and was saved. 
 C. The order before being baptized is always the same.    

    (Hear about Jesus, believe in Jesus, then were baptized in the name of Jesus.)  
  1. The great commission of the church—Matt. 28:19, 20. 
  2. The questioned asked by the eunuch and answered by Phillip 

—Acts 8:36-37. 
  3. The example of the early church—Acts 2:41. 
  4. The Philippian jailer—Acts 16. 
  5. Paul’s example in Acts 9:18 
 D. Baptism pictures the death burial and resurrection of Christ—Rom. 6:3-4. 
 E.  Baptism does not save—Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21, Acts 16:30-33. 
 F.   Baptism always comes after salvation. 
   
II. The way to baptize: immersion. 
 A. No Scripture verse says so specifically, but every example seems to be by  

immersion. 
  1. Christ baptism. 
  2. John the Baptist—much water-- John 3:23. 
  3. The eunuch. 
 B. The picture of death and burial. 
 C.  The definition of the word “baptizo”— to immerse, submerge; to make  
  whelmed or soaked (i.e. fully wet) 
 
III. The result of baptism—v. 39 
 A. Demonstrates a faith in Christ. 
 B. It identifies us with Christ. 
 C. It is a step of obedience. 
 
CONCLUSION: Baptism is not to be taken lightly.  It is not and option for the child of 
God, for we are commanded to be baptized as an act of faith and obedience. 


